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‘Go ve into al! the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.”—St, Mark, xvi, 15, 


* And [saw another ange! fly in the midst of heaven, having the Everlasting Gospel to preach 
into them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people,’"~ 
Rev, UV. O 
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“ Resolved, That the Executive Committee cause to be print- 
ed, at such times as they may deem expedient, * Missionary 
papers for the use of the contributors to the parent society, and 
to its auxiliary societies and associations;’ which papers shall 
be devoted to missionary intelligence, and be distributed by the 
said committee among said contributors, and otherwise as they 
may deem expedient. 

“ Resglued, That the corresponding secretary address a letter 
to the bishop, or, where there is no bishop, to the standing com- 
mittee of each diocese, requesting that such measures may be 
adopted therein, as to the said bishop or committee may seem 
most expedient and proper, for raising contributions in aid of 
the funds of this society; and also requesting information whe- 
ther the services of an agent of this Board in raising such con- 
tributions, or forming auxiliary societies within that diocese, 
would be approved by the bishop or standing committee; and 
that the Executive Committee have power to appoint an agent 
or agents, to visit for the above purposes, those dioceses from 
which a favourable answer may be received to the above 1n- 
quiry, unless the said bishop or standing committee, in the 
above mentioned answer, should signify an intention to nomi- 
nate the agent or agents, in which case the Executive Commit- 
tee shall only possess the power of an approval. The agent or 
agents shall be governed in the respective dioceses by the direc- 
tions of the bishops or standing committees of the same, and 
have his or their expenses defrayed out of any monies callected 
by him or them for the funds of this institution. 

“ Resolved, That the letter prescribed in the foregoing reso- 
lution include a copy of the resolution itself. 

“ Resolved, That the corresponding secretary address a letter 
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to each clergyman of our Church residing in the states and te: 
ritories not regularly formed into dioceses, requesting him to 
excrt himself in the formation of societies auxiliary to this, o1 
otherwise procuring contributions to its funds. 

“ Resolved, That the Executive Committee appoint, as soon 
as the funds will admit, and they deem it expedient, an agent 
or agents to travel in the several states and territories in which 
the Church is not yet organized, for the purpose of gaining in- 
formation respecting the state of the Church, and the field they 
may offer for this society ; and of forming auxiliary societies, 
and otherwise soliciting contributions in aid of its funds—that 
the said agent or agents report his or their progress to the said 
committee at least once in every month, and be governed by 
such directions as the committee may give; and be ready to lay 
before this Board at its next annual meeting a full and particu- 
lar account of the services thus rendered, with such remarks on 
the several heads of the agency committed to him or them as 
may be suggested by credible information, or personal obser- 
vation, during its accomplishment; and that for carrying this 
resolution into effect, the Executive Committee be authorized 
to employ a portion of the sum a: their disposal.” 


The committee of publication close their extracts from the 
minutes of the Board of Directors with the following-— 


* Resolved, That the disposable funds received by the trea- 
surer from this time to the first of March next, be appropriated 
to the Executive Committee, for the purpose of carrying into 
effect the resolutions of the Board.” 

In obedience to the instructions given them, the committee 
appointed to address the above intelligence to the members of 
the Church, take the liberty of offering a few suggestions. It 
is manifest that, without powerful auxiliary aids, the missionary 
board will not be able to act with efficiency. Among these aids, 
the formation of subordinate societies is certainly prominent. 
Scattered throughout the union, they must prove the most sure 
means of collecting contributions. However important agents 
may be in arousing and directing public attention, the difficulty 
of their penctrating all parts of the country, and the impractl- 
cability of keeping them constantly employed, forbid much re- 
liance upon them. The friends of our holy cause must unite 
in their respective neighbourhoods, and call upon all who 
are disposed to speed the battle of the Lard; and they must 
continue to do this—they must year by year receive informa- 
tion and circulate it, and collect for us funds and send them, of 
we shall not be enabled to prosper. The parent society 1s 4 
deep and broad channel, but unless it be supplied by rich and 
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generous streams, it can only mock the hopes of an expecting 
Church. 

‘The flocks scattered through the wilderness with none to de- 
fend or guide them, the desolations of many of our temples that 
are mingling their ashes with the dust of those who erected 
them, call loudly upon us for exertion. The accents of entreaty 
are multiplying. ‘ Come over and help us, is borne to our ear 
from the north, from the south, from the east, and from the 
west,—and can we be unmindful of the necessities of those for 
whom the Redeemer shed his blood? 

As yet we have done nothing worthy our ability. We have 
the talents. Power to relieve all the waste places of our suffer- 
ing Zion abounds among us,—and can we forget the account we 
are to render? 

The Church of England is setting us an example. Through- 
out the habitable globe is she distributing the bread of life. Like 
that angel spoken of in the Apocalypse, she is bearing the ever- 
lasting gospel to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and 
people. Shall we not emulate her glorious career? 

In this western world, we have resting upon us a peculiar 
duty. The descendants of those whose soil we now occupy are 
around our borders, destitute of the light of life ; an immense 
multitude between us and the Pacific are shrouded in heathen- 
ish darkness: upon them we are bound to reflect the beams of 
the sun of righteousness. . 

The Board, as will be perceived, has given the aborigines 
some attention, and, in the vote of aid to the Wyandot youth, 
has declared, that at least a few crumbs shall be spared from the 
children. But the Wyandots are within our own boundary ; 
they, therefore, are entitled to sit down at the tad/e; and, in- 
deed, so are the natives of the North-west Coast, toward whom 
strong circumstances have caused us to look; Africa then— 
groaning, bleeding Africa—comes forward with undisputed 
claim, and to her we have voted the crumbs. 

The Executive Committee, in conformity to the resolution of 
the Board, has determined to establish a mission-school on the 
coast of Africa, and Mr. and Mrs. Bacon are expected to leave 
this country in the month of September. Mf. Bacon has been 
empowered to go forth and collect the goods and money neces- 
sary to complete an outfit. The Church Missionary Society 
has placed in our hands a sum, which is regarded as a trust for 
the benefit of the heathen. At least the interest of this sum it 
is rizht to expend immediately. Besides, many members of 
our communion are anxious to devote their gifts to evangelizing 
the dark corners of the earth. 

There are minor means of contributing to the funds of the 
Missionary Society, which, like the little rills falling east and 
West of the Mississippi, are calculated, by their aggregate, te 
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form a noble fertilizing river. Among these are associations 
in small circles, embracing the poor, embracing children, and— 
do we make the appeal in vain ?—putting in active operation 
the energies of the female sex. No, the appeal is not in vain: 
You who behold your sons as plants grown up in their youth, 
your daughters as corner stones polished after the similitude of 
a palace, you will pity the mother whose harp has been long 
hung upon the willows, silent, save when, in mournful accents, 
has floated o'er its strings, * A/y soul hath a destre and a longing 

to enter into the courts of the Lard; my heart and my fesh 

crieth out far the living God..—To you would we say, there is 
still one more means by which our efforts may be aided, and 

that is, making your clergymen patrons or life members of the 

socicty. 

May the God of peace that brought again from the dead cur 
Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood 
af the everlasting covenant, make us perfect mn eve y good wark 
19 do his will, working in us that which is well pleasing in his 
sight, through Fesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 


B. ALLEN, 
J. MontGomery, 


i Committee 


Philadelphia, June, 1822, 


ee 


The following letter proves, if additional proof be necessary, 
the importance of vigorous efforts being immediately made to 
enable the Exccutive Committee to carry into effect the resolu- 
tions of the Board. 

To the Right Reverend the Bishops of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church inthe United States of America—Their Friend and 
Brother, the Bishop of the Discese of Ohio, sendeth greet- 
ing :— 

Right Reverend and Dear Brethren, 


“I address you on a subject of no common interest ; it is that 
of the prosperity, and, perhaps, the existence of our Church in 
the state of Ohio, and in the country generally west of the Alle- 
yheny mountains. ; 

“That it is now my duty to address you I am persuaded by a 
consideration of my pastoral vows, and by referring to the re- 
commendatory resolution of the last Convention of the dioces¢ 
over which divine Providence has placed me. 

“<The latter is in the words following :—+ Whereas there ar¢ 
many vacant congregations of the Church in this state which are 
unable to support ministers, and numerous members of oul 
communion, scattered over an extensive country, destitute o! 
the ministrations of the word and sacraments ; therefore 
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«+ Resolved, by this Convention, That the Right Rev. the 
Bishop be requested to prepare and transmit, to the Bishops of 
the respective dioceses in the United States, an address, setting 
forth the great necessities of the Church within the diocese of 
Ohio; and soliciting their aid and assistance in procuring Mis- 
cjonaries to reside therein. 

w+ Resglved further, That, should a Missionary Society be or- 
sanized upon the plan proposed by this Convention, the Bishop 
s respecttully requested to communicate the fact and object of 
such Society to the several Bishops of the United States, and 
request their aid in furthering and promoting the object thereof, 
in such manner as shall be deemed most expedient.’ 

“In compliance with the latter of the above resolutions, I 
beg leave to state, that the Missionary Society therein named 
was formed by the members of our Convention during their last 
session ; and, that it meets with the hearty approbation and best 
endeavours of all the diocese, so far as we have as yet been able 
tolearn. ‘The object of this Society, as may be seen by peru- 
sing their Constitution, inserted on the Journals of the Conven- 
tion, is to concentrate the means of our own scattered people in 
one united effort; thercby manifesting that we are not wanting 
in our own exertions, however feeble, to found and build up the 
Church of God among us. 

“ It is also the object of the Society, by constituting a Treasury 
under the guardianship and good faith of the whole diocese, to 
give a pledge that the donations made from abroad will be ap- 
plied in the best manner possible, and that by persons on the 
spot, who know the necessities of our people, and the means of 
cHlecting the most good. 

“To fulfil the former of these resolutions, I have now, Right 
Reverend Brethren, to lay before you our condition, our neces- 
sities, our fears, our hopes, and our prayers. 

“ The Map of Ohio will show you the extent of our charge. 
—Our extreme parishes, as those of Cincinnati and Ash- 
tabula, are distant, each from the other, rising three hundred 
miles. In other directions their distance is not much less. On 
this vast surface our settlements are thinly scattered ; and among 
these settlements are mingled the members of our primitive 
Church. Having emigrated from places where the pleasant 
things of our Zion were freely and in abundance ministered, 
they remember their past enjoyments as hungry persons think 
on their former feasts of plenty. They are, both from reading 
and experience, too well informed to enjoy the crude things of 
modern date which are offered to them in place of their former 
delights ; and they are too pious not to hope, trust, and believe 
that they shall have the good things of the Gospel Kingdom 
extended to them. In this situation they sit, like the captive 
Israelites by the muddv waters of Euphrates’ stream, waiting, 
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with sighs and tears, for redemption to the Church of God; for 
that blessed time when the word and sacraments can, with any 
thing like constancy, be ministered among them. Besides innu- 
merable individuals dispersed throughout our state, there are 
forty-eight places, containing our little flock, mostly in circum- 
stances similar to the above. These I have hitherto visited once 
a year. I have witnessed their joy at meeting, and their grief 
at parting. Their passionate inquiries, prompted by their love 
of Zion, and especially by the danger of the rising generation’s 
being enticed every day from her order and beauty into the 
paths of sin, schism, and infidelity 5 their passionate inquiries 
for some prospects of relict in the enjoyment of faithful Mis- 
sionaries, almost every where repeated, have sunk deep into my 
heart, and caused my tears to mingle with theirs. ¢ While all 
others,’ say they, ‘ enjoy these blessings, why are we deprived 
of them? Has that Church, which we deem emphatically primi- 
tive, no zeal to assist their distressed brethren in the wilderness; 
while all others, of modern date, compass sea and land to make 
proselytes ?” 

“ Our parishes and places of holding divine service are mostly 
distant from each other from fifteen to sixty miles; and the 
amount of parochial services is hardly so much as of five cler- 
gymen to supply them all. ‘Though these are faithful, I fear, 
beyond their strength, yet what are they among so many con- 
gregations, and at such distances? To keep, from Ecclesiasti- 
cal extinction, the little flocks already formed, they have, in 
many instances, encompassed so great a field of duty that, be- 
fore they have finished their circuit, their former labours are no 
more seen; their fences against error are thrown down, the 
weeds of sin are grown, and their whole ground is laid waste. 
Too often have I witnessed this with mine own eyes—too often 
have I seen the lambs of the fold devoured, because a shepherd 
was too far distant to hear their cries. What must be my feelings 
under such circumstances, the beatings of your own bosoms, as 
you read this, can best express. 

“In doing the duty above alluded to, I have found the fa- 
bours of a Missionary inseparable from those of the Episco- 
pate ; and, to a person of my age, this assemblage of fatigue Is 
more than can be borne. Incessant speaking in private as well 
as in public, in teaching the rudiments of Christianity to the 
young, in explaining and defending the first principles of our 
religion to the ignorant opposer, have already much impaired 
my voice and my general health; and, should this state of 
things continue, to all human view, my strength will soon be 
brought down in my journey, and my days will be shortened, 

“So circumstanced, where can I, under divine Providence, 
look for aid in the arduous work assigned me, but to you, MY 
Brethren in the Lord? Think not, I entreat you, that I do this 
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without due consideration. By what is in print I am apprized 
of your wants among your own flocks. I see the need you have 
to apply your own resources at home. But wants as well as 
riches are relative. They are small or great only by comparison. 
A family may be in want, and charity should begin at home ; 
but if a neighbour be dying for want of relief, who can refuse 
that relief and be innocent! 

“ This, in the eyes of all reflecting persons, is our case. Our 
parishes and people are too dismembered and too poor to main- 
tain qualified ministers of the word and sacraments. They have 
made their efforts according to their utmost ability, and they 
find all is insufficient. Should they be suffered to fail in this 
diocese, what will remain of the Church in the west: They 
will soon disperse. * No funds—no clergy—and soon no people. 
Thus, even should prosperous days return, there will be no 
foundation on which to build a future superstructure. 

“ Seeing so little hopes of fostering our little flocks which we 
had formed in the wilderness, even the clergy we had, some ot 
them, began to think of removing to more flourishing regions, 
and leaving the rest to mourn out their days in useless efforts 
and hopeless solitude. But the Lord hitherto hath helped. 
Their faith in the expected relicf, which this instrument im- 
plores, has as yet bore up their spirits—* We will make this last 
effort, say we, and God in his mercy will smile upon us. ‘This 
shall occupy our nightly dream and daily praver. The fathers 
of our common Church, the chief labourers in Christ’s vineyard, 
will not suffer this rose in the west, which God’s own right hand 
hath planted, to be blasted in its bud, its beauty to fade thus 
untimely, and its fragrance to cease from us for ever. They 
will, under God, send forth labourers, faithful ministers ; they 
will incite their people to give liberally of their abundance ; and 
we yet shall see the prosperity of our beloved Zion.’ 

Right Reverend Brethren, 

“ T have now, surrounded by my manifold cares, finished my 
address to you on this, of all others dwelt upon through my 
whole life, the most important and momentous subject ; and 
thus, according to my weak ability, have done my duty. With 
prayers the most sincere, I commit the event of it to the wisdom, 
the goodness and mercy of Him who, to found and erect a king- 
dom here on earth, shed his precious blood for us. Whatever 
this event mav be, whether prosperous or adverse, I humbly 
implore his divine grace to make me submissive to his holy will 
and pleasure. 

* * . + * * * * * 
“ PHILANDER CHASE, 
“Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the state of Ohio 
“ Worthington, Ohio, September 21, 1821.” 
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DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 
On Thursday, May 30th, the corner stone of St. Stephen's 
Church, in the city of Philadelphia, was laid with appropriat; 
ceremonies, by the Right Reverend Bishop White. 


A Society has been recently instituted among the members 
of St. Paul’s Church, Philadelphia, under the denomination 0} 
the “ Liomily Society of St. Paul’s Church,” the object of which 
is the publication and distribution of religious tracts, and mon 
particularly of the Homilies of the church.—20,000 tracts, in- 
ciuding editions of three of the Homilies, have been published 
since its organization.—Robert Piggott, No. 29, North Fourth 
Strect, is Agentot the Sox lety. 


The late Convention of the Diocese of ‘Maryland has esta- 
blished a Theological Seminary, and committed the manage- 
ment of its concerns to a board of trustees, consisting of eight 
clergymen and five laymen, the bishop being ex officio presi- 
dent of the board. ‘The institution 1s located in the district of 
Columbia. The Convention lkewise instituted a Missionary 
Society, auxiliary to the General Missionary Society of our 


Church. 


Bishop Brownell, of Connecticut, has issued proposals for 
publishing a Commentary on the Book of Common Prayer, de- 
signed especially for the use of familics—The project has 
received the approbation of the several bishops of our church, 

The Theological Seminary, at New York, established by the 
General Convention, 1s going into successful operation. The 
number of students, in the mother institution, is about thirty, 
and in the branch located at Geneva, in the western part of New 
York, about ten. 


The annual Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the state of Rhode Island, met on the 4th of June. Re- 
ports were received from the several churches, by which it 
appears that the state of the parishes in general, indicates a 
flourishing condition of the church. The number of clergy 11 
the state is six. 
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